
PAUL BOTICA, Ph.D. 
303 Dallis St. 

LaGrange, GA.  30240 
E-mail:paulbtc@gmail.com Website: www.paulbotica.synthasite.com 
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Ministry Vision: To serve in a church that has a clear vision, is dedicated to bring the unchurched into a 
life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ, enables her members to become mature Christian 
disciples, equips them for ministry and cares for them, and loves to worship God. 
 
Ministry Experience 
 
2004 to present:      Senior Minister of CedarcrestCommunityChurch, LaGrange, GA. 
                                                   (Membership: 230 on roll; 45-60 attendance) 
 
Preaching and Teaching.  Prepared and delivered sermons for the Sunday morning worship service.  
Prepared and delivered biblical and topical studies for Sunday and Wednesday evening Worship and 
Bible Study meeting.  All sermons were audio recorded, typed word by word, and mailed to shut in 
members, and others who could not attend.  Delivered sermons and messages for special occasions.  
Delivered sermons for revival services.  Assisted the Deacons Team in preparing worship services.  Sang 
in the choir and worship teams. 
 
Pastoral Care and Visitation. Made around 130 home, hospital, and nursing home visitations each year.  
Prayed with, counseled, and provided help to members, visitors, and friends of the church experiencing 
different hardships.  Was present in hospitals or hospices when a church member passed away to pray 
with the family and provide support.  Used the Benevolence Fund to help church members and other 
persons struggling financially.  Performed weddings and funerals. 
 
Leadership.Provided overall guidance, support, and suggestions to the main ministry teams and boards 
of the church: the Church Council Team, Deacons Team, Trustees Team, Mission and Outreach Team, 
Youth Ministry Team, Christian Education Team, Women’s Fellowship Team, and Church Life Team.  
Provided support to the members of these teams and lifted them up in prayer.  Encouraged lay members 
to serve on these teams.   
Offered conflict resolution when needed and worked diligently toward maintaining unity around our 
vision.  Our church’s vision is: CedarcrestCommunityChurch is dedicated to growing deep in faith, 
branching out in the community and the world, and producing fruit for the glory of God.   
Provided leadership during an essential stage in the history and life of CedarcrestChurch, namely moving 
from a 2.0 acres campus with an 80 year old sanctuary to a 9.5 acres campus in a strategic new location.  
Led the church during the building of a new dept-free sanctuary in 2008, and engaged in a fundraising 
campaign.  At present time the church has over $100,000 surplus in her budget. 
 
Outreach and Evangelism.Led door-to-door evangelistic teams to invite community residents to our 
church.  Personally told people in the community about our church and invited them to worship with us.  
Assisted the Mission and Outreach Team in preparing and mailing600 church brochures in the 
subdivisions around our church each year.  I showed special attention to visitors on Sunday Morning, 
invited some to lunch, followed up with others during the week, and wrote letters to all inviting them 
back and offering my personal help.  Assisted Women’s Fellowship Team with their ministry in the local 
Nursing Homes.  
Implemented with the help of Dr. Doug Flor of LaGrangeCollege two distinct outreach ministries: 
Divorce Care-designated to minister to persons experiencing divorce and separation, and Grief Share-
designated to minister to persons passing through grief due to loss of family members or friends.   
Assisted the Deacons Team in preparing revival services and music concerts.  One such special musical 
event featured internationally known singer and artist Christie Sutherland of Nashville, TN. 
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Assisted the Mission and Outreach Team in preparing an End of School Fun Day for the children in our 
community on the campus of our church. 
 
Spiritual Growth and Discipleship.Implemented the evening service on the first Wednesday of each 
month as a church-wide prayer service.  Implemented a Prayer Chain Ministry in which church members 
signed up for different prayer times during the week.  Many of my Bible and topical studies on Sunday 
and Wednesday evening services were designated to help church members grow spiritually and become 
mature Christian disciples.  One book we studied lately and which had a powerful impact on our church 
was A God-Centered Church: Experiencing God Together by Henry Blackaby.      
 
Marketing.We advertise our church regularly in the LaGrange Daily and TroupCounty Newspapers. 
Participated in local radio interviews and TV Stations shows.  Was the subject of several wonderful 
newspaper articles.  Produced a Church Brochure to be mailed out in the community.  Edited Cedarcrest 
Community Church Newsletter, which is mailed to over 100 friends of our church.   
 
Missions. Challenged and encouraged Cedarcrest Church to increase sponsoring mission projects.  
Presently the church sponsors the following missions: Emmaus House- a ministry to single mothers and 
battered women; the LaGrange Food Closet; Servants In Faith And Technology of Lineville, AL; Bread 
of Life- a ministry to Hispanic children in Plant City, FL; Kim and Bruce Thomson- missionaries to 
Latvia; and St. Labre Indian School of Ashland, MO. 
 
Inter-Denominational Cooperation.Attendedlocal ministerial associations meetings.Attended ministers’ 
meetings and events of the Alabama/Georgia Association of Congregational Christian Churches.  
Involved our church in local interdenominational events and rallies.  Initiated joint services with other 
local churches to promote Christian unity and cooperation.  
 
 
1990-2003:       Ministered part-time in American Evangelical Churches while getting my BA at  
AsburyCollege and M. Div. and Ph.D. at Asbury Theological Seminary. 
 
Volunteered as a Mission Consultant for BuckRunBaptistChurch of Frankfurt, Kentucky.  Trained 
missionary teams and accompanied them to Romania, Eastern Europe where we did street evangelism, 
construction projects, and humanitarian ministries inhospitals, asylums, orphanages, and prisons.  I 
preached the gospel in churches and also translated for the American ministers.   
Ministered as a pastor for Maranatha Baptist Church of La Habra, Los Angeles, California. Preached the 
gospel during worship services.  Taught Bible studies and discipleship classes.  Trained leaders and 
helped young Christians dedicate to full-time ministries.  Implemented spiritual growth and discipleship 
studies and ministries. 
 
 
1986-1990:      Lay Minister for Romanian Evangelical Churches, Romania, Eastern Europe. 
 
Organized and prepared church services and ministries for small churches without pastors, during 
communist persecution.Communicated the Christian message in preaching and shared the good news of 
the gospel to unbelievers.  Formed young Christians as leaders and involved them in church ministries 
and activities.  Mentored and counseled young Christians and new believers.  Developed spiritual growth 
programs and outreach ministries.  Brought churches together in common projects and activities.   
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Education 
 
1994 AsburyCollege 
  Bachelorof Arts in Bible and History 
 
1998 Asbury Theological Seminary 

Master of Divinity with concentration in Church Growth and Evangelism 
 
2009                   Asbury Theological Seminary 

Doctor of Philosophy in Intercultural Studies with concentration in Church Growth and 
Evangelism and Mission and Leadership 

 
Published Works 
 

Botica, Paul.  "Kissing the Crucifix--Practical Steps Toward Effective Ecumenical Dialogue and 
Cooperation in Romania."  Religion in Eastern Europe, April 1999, Volume 19, Issue 2; 21-42.  
URL: http://www.georgefox.edu/academics/undergrad/departments/soc-
swk/ree/Botica_Kissing_April%201999.pdf 

 
“Toward addressing split-level Christianity: A study of the interaction between Christianity and folk 
religions in Romania” by Botica, Florin, Paul,Ph.D. Asbury Theological Seminary, 2010, 335 pages; 
3421143.  URL: http://gradworks.umi.com/34/21/3421143.html 

 
 

Special Skills 
 
Proficiency in two foreign languages, using computers to enhance instruction, using media services to 
enhance worship, and coaching soccer. 
 
 
Hobbies 
 
Writing, reading, fishing, gardening, and playing soccer. 
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Personal and Family Information 
 

 
Paul Botica, born July 31, 1968. 
 
Spouse: Corina Botica, born August 5, 1970 
 
Children: Philip Botica, born August 12, 1994 
 
Cristinne Botica, born April 25, 2001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Personal Statement 
 

I received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior in 1983 at the age of 15, under communist persecution, 
while attending a spiritual revival service at Golgotha Baptist Church of Bucharest, Romania, Eastern 
Europe.  One year later I was baptized and also surrendered my life to His call to ministry. I became 
involved in different church ministries, and I was elected youth minister.  In August 1990, I married 
Corina and decided to enter full-time ministry.  Corina is a dedicated believer and daughter of a faithful 
and successful minister (read more about my conversion story on my webpage). 
In order to prepare better for ministry and serve the Church we studied at Asbury College where we 
received our bachelor degrees and at Asbury Theological Seminary.  I graduated in 1998 with Master of 
Divinity and Corina graduated with Master of Biblical and Theological Studies.  In May 2009, I 
graduatedAsbury’s  Ph. D. program majoring inChurch Leadership and Christian Mission.   
God has blessed us with two wonderful children a boy Philip who is 16 years old and a girl Cristinne who 
is 10 years old. 
We have been serving Cedarcrest Community Church of LaGrange, GA since 2004, where we have 
witnessed wonderful experiences with God and with our church members.  We believe, however, that 
God is leading us to anew chapter in our ministry life and are praying for a church where we can love and 
serve our brothers and sisters in Christ, reach out the lost and the unchurched, and put down roots long-
term.  
 
Philosophy of Ministry. 
 
-I believe that leading God's people is one of the most important, responsible, and rewarding tasks that 
God gives to those whom He calls and appoints to full-time ministry (1Timohty 1:12). 
In my view, being a pastor is a call from God, not a job or profession, and therefore, as a minister I should 
be available to serve God and His church 24/7.  I am firmly committed to Scripture as the divine and 
inerrant Word of God, which is our primary authority (Romans 1:16-17; Hebrews 4:12; 2Timothy 3:16-
17). 
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-I believe that the task of the pastor is to equip the saints, to build up the church, and to fulfill His 
purposes (Ephesians 4:11-13) for which He has called us, in particular His commandment in Matthew 
28:19-20, "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you."  
 
-I believe that each Church should have a clear God-given vision for existence and mission and strong 
core values.  The Church should be dedicated to reaching the unchurched, discipling her members, and 
supporting local, national, and foreign missions.  I also believe that the ministries of the church should be 
people oriented, not program oriented, with an emphasis on lay members involvement.  As part of the 
family of God every church member is important and needed (see 1Peter 2:9 and 1Corinthinas 12), and 
everyone should use his or her spiritual gifts to serve the Lordand build up the church. 
 
-My strongest spiritual gifts are preaching, teaching, and evangelism.  As a minister, however, I give 
equal importance, time, and energy to the pastoral care of the church members, and to visiting and 
counseling.  I also like to take teams to door-to-door evangelism and community canvassing.  
 
-Another essential aspect in my work as a minister is to help members discover their spiritual gifts and 
use them in the ministries and programs of the church.  I also like to train and form leaders and to 
encourageyounger church members to enter full-time ministry if called by God. 
 
-My leadership style is based on leading by example, being an encourager and facilitator, and 
implementing change under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  I function best as a leader in the context of 
leadership teams united around a common vision.  I love being around people and I get energized and 
uplifted by positive and faithful persons.  
 
-AllI am and have achieved is by God’s grace and through His strength (Philippians 4:13), and as I have 
experienced in my life of ministry what is impossible with men is possible with God.  I believe, therefore, 
that all we can do as Christians is to plant seeds and gather the harvest, but only God makes the harvest 
grow.  
 
-Finally, my wife and I have kept the Daniel Diet (see Daniel 1) for the last three months to draw closer to 
God and lose weight.   
 
 
 
My Statement of Faith 

 
 I believe: 
 

• There is one God, who is infinitely perfect, existing eternally in three persons: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  

 
• Jesus Christ is true God and true man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary. He died upon the cross, the Just for the unjust, as a Supreme sacrifice, and all who 
believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood. He arose from the dead according to 
the Scriptures. He is now at the right hand of the Majesty on high as our great High Priest. He 
will come again to establish His kingdom of righteousness and peace.  

 
• The Holy Spirit is a divine Person, sent to indwell, guide, teach, empower the believer, and 

convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.  
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• The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given and preserved in the Received Text, 
were verbally inspired by God and are a complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men. 
They constitute the divine and only rule of Christian faith and practice.  

 
• Man was originally created in the image and likeness of God: he fell through disobedience, 

incurring thereby both physical and spiritual death. All men are born with a sinful nature, are 
separated from the life of God, and can be saved only through faith in the atoning work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The portion of the impenitent and unbelieving is existence forever in conscious 
torment; and that of the believer, in everlasting joy and peace.  

 
• Salvationhas been provided through Jesus Christ for all men; and those who repent and believe in 

Him are born again of the Holy Spirit, receive the gift of eternal life, and become the children of 
God.  

 
• It is the will of God that each believer should be filled with the Holy Spirit and be sanctified 

wholly, being separated from sin and the world and fully dedicated to the will of God, thereby 
receiving power for holy living and effective service. This is a progressive experience wrought in 
the life of the believer subsequent to conversion.  

 
• Provision is made in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ for the healing of the mortal 

body. Prayer for the sick and anointing with oil are taught in the Scriptures and are privileges for 
the Church in this present age.  

 
• The Church consists of all those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, are redeemed through His 

blood, and are born again of the Holy Spirit. Christ is the Head of the Body, the Church, which 
has been commissioned by Him to go in the world as a witness, preaching the Gospel to all 
nations.  

 
• The local church is a body of believers in Christ who are joined together for the worship of God, 

for edification through the Word of God, for prayer, for fellowship, the proclamation of the 
Gospel, and observance of the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  

 
• There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the former, a resurrection 

unto life; for the latter a resurrection unto judgment.  
 
• The Resurrection of the Church to meet the Lord is the Blessed Hope of the Christian.  Until then, 

unconditional love is the greatest virtue and demonstration of the reality of Jesus Christ and the 
fullness of His Spirit in our lives.  As Christian believers, we should endeavor to show a Christ-
like love towards all men.  Love should be exhibited in our lives by our words and actions. (John 
13:34-35; 1Corinthians 13). 

  
 
 

Reference Personswill be provided upon request.  Please, contact me if more information is 
needed.  Please, do not contact my church members at this time. 
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